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Why?
Science Society Collaboration: On the Quest for Sustainable and Cohesive Societies

▪ Science and society have to deal with complex and societally relevant real world 
challenges of multifaceted nature.

▪ This requires the utilization of knowledge and epistemics (i.e., ways of knowing) of 
various human systems, which represent different interest groups and social layers.

 
CONSEQUENTLY, A CONSOLIDATION AND REFLECTION ON VARIOUS SCIENCE 
SOCIETY COLLABORATION APPROACHES MIGHT PROVIDE FOR BETTER 
ORIENTATION AND FOR MORE FRUITFUL FUTURE CONTRIBUTIONS.
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Meeting Rules
Science Society Collaboration: On the Quest for Sustainable and Cohesive Societies

▪ Introduction – there will be no introduction round in today‘s get together 
of the ‚science society collaboration‘ community (due to time constraints), 
but we ask every participant to introduce herself/himself when first 
speaking (name/organization/background).

▪ The Chatham House Rule applies.
▪ Please mute your microphones when not speaking.
▪ You can use the chat any time to ask questions and to comment. 
▪ If you have questions, please raise your hand virtually. 
▪ Do you agree that we record the session for the minutes? 

https://www.chathamhouse.org/chatham-house-rule?gclid=Cj0KCQjwpfHzBRCiARIsAHHzyZoXrP5KBnPFDROmaR5EB3lKtnhVp0T8HUsGWBRF97Oz2V0dnEMxgWcaAkUDEALw_wcB


Faculty of Business and Globalization
Danube University Krems. The University for Continuing Education.

Sept | 2020 | Page 51

Agenda

1. Welcome
2. Introduction
3. Breakout Sessions
4. Presentations
5. Way ahead
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GTdC: Aim
Science Society Collaboration: On the Quest for Sustainable and Cohesive Societies

The Global Transdisciplinarity Conference will provide a…
1. Platform
2. Virtual co-operative workgroups
3. Annual meeting to share the experiences of the past year
4. Academic network
…for researchers working in various schools of…

1. Science-society collaboration
2. Knowledge integration
…with an earnest desire to…

1. Critically evaluate the chances and vulnerabilities of existing approaches
2. Further develop the theory and methodology of these approaches. 
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Danube University Krems
Science Society Collaboration: On the Quest for Sustainable and Cohesive Societies

▪ Danube University Krems founding mission: contribute to a cohesive and 
sustainable society through continuing education

▪ At Danube University Krems, transdisciplinarity links research and 
teaching

▪ Td-Labs tackle societal issues on a inter- and transdisciplinary basis
▪ Active research into theory and methods of science society collaboration
▪ Students and practice partners strongly involved in transdisciplinary 

projects 
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Danube University Krems
Science Society Collaboration: On the Quest for Sustainable and Cohesive Societies
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Transdisciplinarity & Sustainability

55
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Schneidewind, U., Feindt, P. H., Meister, H. P., Minsch, J., Schulz, T., & Tscheulin, J. (1997). Institutionelle Reformen für eine Politik der Nachhaltigkeit: Vom Was zum Wie in der 
Nachhaltigkeitsdebatte. GAIA, 6(3), 182-196.

Scholz, R., 2017. The Normative Dimension in Transdisciplinarity, Transition Management, and Transformation Sciences: New Roles of Science and Universities in Sustainable 
Transitioning. Sustainability 9, 991. doi:10.3390/su9060991
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…as major method of sustainability research/learning in society

Transdisciplinarity

▪ Scholz, R. W.; Steiner, G. 
(2015). The real type and 
ideal type of 
transdisciplinary processes: 
part I - theoretical 
foundations. Sustainability 
Science, 10: 527-544

▪ Scholz, R. W.; Steiner, G. 
(2015). The real type and 
ideal type of 
transdisciplinary processes: 
part II- what constraints and 
obstacles do we meet in 
practice? Sustainability 
Science, 10: 653-671

http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/922/art%253A10.1007%252Fs11625-015-0326-4.pdf?originUrl=http%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2Fs
http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/922/art%253A10.1007%252Fs11625-015-0326-4.pdf?originUrl=http%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2Fs
http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/922/art%253A10.1007%252Fs11625-015-0326-4.pdf?originUrl=http%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2Fs
http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/922/art%253A10.1007%252Fs11625-015-0326-4.pdf?originUrl=http%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2Fs
http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/922/art%253A10.1007%252Fs11625-015-0326-4.pdf?originUrl=http%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2Fs
http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/882/art%253A10.1007%252Fs11625-015-0327-3.pdf?originUrl=http%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2Fs
http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/882/art%253A10.1007%252Fs11625-015-0327-3.pdf?originUrl=http%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2Fs
http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/882/art%253A10.1007%252Fs11625-015-0327-3.pdf?originUrl=http%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2Fs
http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/882/art%253A10.1007%252Fs11625-015-0327-3.pdf?originUrl=http%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2Fs
http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/882/art%253A10.1007%252Fs11625-015-0327-3.pdf?originUrl=http%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2Fs
http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/882/art%253A10.1007%252Fs11625-015-0327-3.pdf?originUrl=http%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2Fs
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Transdisciplinarity
Exemplary organizational chart for a transdisciplinary process
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Transdisciplinarity
Exemplary process design
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Transdisciplinarity
An organizational example
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Science Society Collaboration: 
On the Quest for Sustainable and Cohesive 
Societies

▪ Scholz, R. W.; Steiner, G. (2020). A 
critical reflection on the ontology of 
science practice collborations over 
the past half century: The special 
role of transdisciplinarity in 
sustainable transitioning. 
Forthcoming Not to be circulated: For internal use only
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Questions?
Comments? 
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Why to be a member?

▪ Intensify collaboration
▪ Boost joint research
▪ SSC-oriented teaching
▪ Develop SSC-theory
▪ Increase academic visibility
▪ Increase societal visibility
▪ Point of contact for practice 

partners
▪ Lobbying for SSC
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Breakout Sessions
Science Society Collaboration: On the Quest for Sustainable and Cohesive Societies

Question(s)
▪ What is the role of science society collaboration in societal transitions and for 

dealing with grand challenges? 
This might further include…

▪ Your expectations to science society collaboration approaches?
▪ What is the role of the university in these processes?
▪ What is good science and good science society collaboration?

You will be automatically assigned to a breakout session (20 min). 
▪ Please introduce yourself and your experience in science-society collaboration and 

knowledge integration (if any). 
▪ Please use our miro-board to collect ideas (link also in the chat). 
▪ Elect a speaker to present your results. Three minutes per group, please. 

https://miro.com/welcome/Ps9Q7vK6rrunz4ypnGPbe1nwQevSthv5KWSppuifxA5QE9mYUALbIxOw60aSjWWt
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Breakout Sessions
Science Society Collaboration: On the Quest for Sustainable and Cohesive Societies

Presentation of Breakout Session Group Results

Group 1
Group 2
Group 3
Group 4
Group 5
Group 6
Group 7
Group 8



www.donau-uni.ac.at

Sept | 2020 | Page 65Faculty of Business and Globalization
Danube University Krems. The University for Continuing Education.

GTdC: Your role?
Science Society Collaboration: On the Quest for Sustainable and Cohesive Societies

▪ Join the Virtual Organisaltional Committee
▪ Join a Virtual Publication Workgroup [More in the second meeting.]
▪ Join the Transdisciplinarity Network [More in the second meeting.]
▪ Invite Colleagues to join
▪ Help us find representatives of yet underrepresented approaches
▪ Become Mentor for an OTAF Masterclass [More in the second 

meeting.]

▪ Spread the word!
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GTdC: Way ahead
Science Society Collaboration: On the Quest for Sustainable and Cohesive Societies

▪ Second Pre-Conference: Extended Core Group, 23 Nov 2020,17.00 CET
▪ Third Pre-Conference: Science & Practice, 23 Feb 2021, 17.00 CET
▪ DUK Virtual Experience: Online, March 2021
▪ Further Pre-Conferences ? 
▪ Forum Alpbach: August 2021 [potentially]
▪ Open Aspiring Transdisciplinarian Forum: Krems, 25.-26. Sept 2021
▪ 1st Global Transdisciplinarity Conference: Krems, 27.-29. Sept 2021

1 2 3 V A
2021
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